
  
September 10, 2017 

Sign up for your own copy of our email newsletters here.  

Please share. 

 

Good morning Islanders, 

 

Here’s an update for you. PLEASE sign up for alerts from the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office 

(https://local.nixle.com/alert/6151547/?sub_id=3074289) and the Town of Hilton Head Island 

(http://www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov/) to continue to receive the most up-to-date and accurate 

information. 

 

Rain is beginning to fall on Hilton Head Island, and our staff has arrived and is hard at work at 

our on-island EOC. Here’s what we know this morning: 

 

*Hurricane Irma has made its turn, and is now moving North. 

 

*Hilton Head Island is under a Tropical Storm Warning and a Storm Surge Warning. It is also 

under a Hurricane Watch. Storm surge is still anticipated to be in the range of 4 to 6 feet, and 

rainfall is anticipated to be 3 to 8 inches with isolated areas of 12 inches 

(http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/text/refresh/MIATCPAT1+shtml/042347.shtml?). There is a 

cumulative  17% probability that winds will reach 34 knots within the next 24 to 36 hours 

(http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/text/refresh/MIAPWSAT1+shtml/093910.shtml) 

 

*Your Emergency Operations Team and Center will remain on the Island until or unless 

conditions worsen dramatically. Then the EOC will move to the USCB campus. 

 

*The Hilton Head Hospital Emergency Room operations are suspended. The Hospital has 

confirmed that they stand ready to mobilize and restore operations as soon as the Governor lifts 

the evacuation order. 

 

*For the protection of people and property during the evacuation and the storm, the Beaufort 

County Sheriff’s Office has implemented a curfew on Hilton Head Island from 7:00 p.m. each 
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evening until 7:00 a.m. each morning. Please assist our fine law enforcement team by adhering 

to this curfew. 

 

*An order from the Mayor’s office for re-entry onto the Island will not occur until the 

Governor has first lifted the mandatory evacuation order for the Beaufort County barrier 

islands AND the Emergency Room at the Hilton Head Hospital is open and operational. 

There are also other critical deciding factors to include: inspection of the bridges and the 

causeway by the SCDOT, adequate provision of power, water and sewer utilities as 

determined by the Emergency Operations Center Team in coordination with the PSD’s, 

advance teams' inspections of critical infrastructure facilities, including the Hilton Head 

Hospital, seven Fire Stations, critical storm water facilities including pump stations and 

major arterials. This comprehensive process is outlined in our Disaster Recovery Plan. 

 

*Re-entry is a prescribed process. There are defined groups and priorities, each color-

coded. 

1. Orange - Security Personnel 

2. Green - Personnel providing life support services to first responders 

3. Brown - Support staff for Orange and Green 

 

Please note, there is no specific category for business owners and operators. Some 

business owners are in possession of a certain determination about re-entry privileges 

from the Secretary of State of South Carolina. This will not allow re-entry onto the barrier 

island of Hilton Head until such time as announced by the Mayor. Re-entry decisions for 

these individuals and the general public will be determined real-time based upon 

conditions. 

 

Thank you so much for your patience and support during this time. Know that we are all working 

to keep Islanders and our beautiful Island home safe. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor David Bennett 

 


